Keep Your Ears Open for CV Joint Problems
Says Stuart Smith, Technical Services Manager, The Tool Connection

A clicking noise from a car’s front suspension, particularly when turning tight corners, is a good indication of CV joint problems that need early attention. This could be a matter of simply replacing the CV joints but more likely it will involve replacing the CV boots as well.

A quick check on the ramp will identify the extent of the problem and then repairs can begin.

Spend Time on Preparation

In every service garage time is money, so it is important to work as efficiently as possible and that means preparation. Check the chassis number, model, make and year and make sure the correct parts are in the parts store or have been ordered. Then gather together the specialist tools you will need for the job (see box). Once this is done the vehicle can be raised and secured on axle stands and work can start.

Replacing CV Joint and Boot

Let’s assume replacement of both CV joints and boots is required. The first task is to remove the front road wheel, this will take a couple of minutes with a standard brace, but it is worth considering the purchase of a folding brace such as Laser Tool’s handy model that fits easily into a tool box.

With the wheel removed the suspension may need to be partially stripped and the track rod disconnected as well as the lower ball joint, which can easily be tackled using a scissor or cup ball joint separator

The next stage is to remove the front hub nut using a hub socket set – Laser market a standard set and a thin wall set which is ideal for use in more confined spaces. With the nut removed the hub can then be pulled to one side, the brake caliper disconnected from its carrier and the CV joint disconnected.

Tricky CV Joint Clips

Now the CV joint and boot are accessible. First cut off the clips, split the old boot and remove it, then the joint itself can be tackled. This may pose problems since the CV joint, in most cases, is held in place with a clip. These can be external or internal and are often difficult to see because they are coated in black grease and there is not a lot of space to work in, as the joint is still connected to the drive shaft.
Help will be needed at this point to support the CV joint while the grease is cleaned off and once this is done a good lamp will help identify the clip. Once then clip type is known, appropriate circlip pliers can be used to open the clip and a soft blow hammer used to knock off the joint.

It is now a simple job to replace the joint and boot, packing it with new grease and fixing it is place using the appropriate clip and boot clamp pliers.

To complete the job follow the same process with the opposite side wheel unit. Once this has been done a road test will prove the car is running as sweet as a nut.

A Time Saving Boot Replacement Tool

In cases where it is only the CV boot that has to be replaced there is a useful Laser tool that allows the new boot to be slipped over the CV joint without removing it, although this depends on the size of the CV and the quality of the boot. One important thing, if the old boot has been split it is important to remember to pack the joint with new grease.

CV Boot and Joint Replacement

The Right Tools for the Job


A sturdy wheel brace




A hub nut socket set – standard or thin wall




A CV dust boot clamp, installer and cutter




CV Boot clamp pliers




Ball joint separators – scissor or cup type

