Oil and Filter Changes Now More Complex 

– That’s Progress

Changing filters and draining oil used to be straightforward, but times have changed. Stuart Smith, Technical Services Manager, Laser Tools, looks at some of the options.

With rapid changes in vehicle technology there is now a need for specialist tools to change oil and filters.

Filter housings are increasingly made of plastic, so it’s not a case of getting big red grips to remove the metal screw on throwaway type filters. Plastic filter housings hark back to the early days when the traditional metal housing was removed and the filter cartridge changed. All that was needed then was the right size of spanner.

 

With modern plastic bodies it is not as straight forward. There are different sizes and shapes of bodies, so sockets covering from 24mm to 38mm are required. But because filter bodies are not easy to get at, a normal socket can’t always be used, so tool manufacturers are producing oil filter cups and sockets to fit these filter housings. Cups are made of aluminium or steel (Parts 3801 and 3119) and vary in diameter, with any number of flutes or vanes, depending on the filter specification. (See Parts 3950 and 3882).

Turning to oil drainage, there has always been a wide variety of bungs, but some have changed. Renault, for example, use a triangular plug instead of the previous square one, so the appropriate drain plug key is needed (Part 3688). But in many cases there are no sump plugs, so an oil extractor (Part 3954) is required to remove the oil through the dipstick hole.

Laser Tools has a wide range of vehicle specific filter removal tools and all that it needed for oil drainage. Products, help and advice can be obtained at www.lasertools.co.uk where the Tool Forum encourages discussion amongst professional technicians.
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